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FOREWORD. 


--»>»)<44-- 


The main features of the scheme of a Hindu Uni- 
versity which is sketehed out in the following pages 
were first made public at a meeting, held early in 1904 
at the * Mint House” at Benares, and presided over 
by His Highness the Maharaja of Benares. The greater 
portion of the prospectus had then been reduced to 
writing, and after many months of discussion and 
deliberation it was sent to press in July last. Copies 
of it were circulated in October, 1905, among a number 
of leading Hindu gentlemen of different provinces and 
the scheme was warmly approved by them. It was then 
discussed at a select meeting held at the Town Hall at 
Benaves on the 31st December, 1905, at which a number 
of distinguished educationists and representatives of 
the Hindu community of almost every province of 
India were present, and a Provisional Committee was 
appointed to give final shape to the prospectus and to 
promote the scheme. Lastly it was laid before the 
Sanátana Dharma Mahásabhá (Congress of the Hindu 
religion) held at Allahabad, from 20th to 29th January, 


11906, under the presidentship of Paramahansa Parivrá- 


jakáchárya Jagadguru Shankaracharya of Govardhan 
Math, and the following resolutions were passed by 


Т representatives of the Hindu community who attended 


the Mahásabhá from all Provinces of India and among 
ere а large number of eminent Sádhus and 
Shástris :— 
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“I. That a Hindu University ре established at 
Dunes under the name of the Bhiratiya Vishva- 

| vidyálaya— 
(а) To train teachers of religion for the preserva- 


| , tion and promotion of the Sanátana Dharma which is 


ineuleated by the Srutis, Smritis and Puránas, and 
“i which recognizes varna and ásrama ; 


(0) То promote the study of the Sanskrit language 
and literature ; and 


(c) To advance and diffuse scientifie and technical 
Jr knowledge through the medium of Sanskrit and the 
Indian vernaculars. 


П. That the University comprise— 


(а) A Vaidie College where the Védas, Védángas, 

+ Smritis, Darsanas, Itihasas and Puránas shall be taught; 

(an astronomical and meteorological observatory to be 
attached to the Jyotish section of this College) 5 


(0) An Ayurvedic (Medical) College with labora- 
tories and botanical gardens, a first class hospital and. 
à veterinary department ; 

* 5 * , Y £ 4 

(¢) A College of Sthápatya Veda or Artha stra, 
having three distinct departments, viz., а Department 
of Physies, theoretical and applied, with laboratories 
| for experiments and researches, and workshops for the 

training of mechanical and electrical engineers ; 


— (d) А Department of Chemistr 
for experiments and researches, 
teaching the manufactur 

Еа 


y; with laboratories 
and workshops for 
€ of chemical products ; . 


т 
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(e A Technological Department for teaching the 
manufacture, by means of machinery, of the principal 
articles of personal and household use ; Geology, 
| Mining and Metallurgy to be also taught in this depart- 
| ment; 


| (7) An Agricultural College where instruction 
shall be imparted both in the theory and practice of 


agrieulture in the light of the latest developments of 
agricultural science ; 


| ` (g) A College of the Gandharva Veda and other 
Я | fine arts ; and 


(N) A Linguistic College, where students shall be 
taught English, German and such other foreign 
| languages as it may be found necessary to teach in 
order to enrich the Indian literature with the results 
| ofthe latest achievements in all important sciences and 
arts. 


ІП. (a) That the ҮліШе College and all religious. 
work of the University be under the control of Hindus 
who accept and follow the principles of the Sanátan 
Dharma as laid down in the Srutis, Smritis and 


Puranas ; 


(b) That admission to this College be regulated in | А 


accordance with the rules of the varnasrama dharma; 


“(с) That all other Colleges be open to students of 

all creeds and classes; and the secular branches of 
. Sanskrit learning be also taught without restriction. 
of caste or creed. 


© 
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IV. («) That a Committee consisting of the 
following gentlemen (ride list A), be appointed with 
power to add to their number, to take all necessary 
steps to give effect to the scheme of the University as 
indicated in the preceding resolutions, with the Hon'ble 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya as its Secretary ; 


(0) Resolved also that the members of the Provi- 
sional Committee which was formed at the meeting held 
at the Town Hall at Benares on the 31st December, 
1905, to promote the scheme of a Hindu University 
be requested to become members of this Committee. 


V. (а) That all subscriptions and donations for 
the Vishvavidyálaya be remitted to the Hon'ble Munshi 
Madholal at Benares, and be deposited in the Bank of 
Bengal, Benares, unless the Committee named above 
should otherwise direct ; 


(4) That no part of the subscriptions or donations 
paid for the Vishyavidydlaya be spent until the Com- 
mittee of the Vishvavidyálaya has been registered as 
a society under Act ХХІ of 1860 (an Act for the 
Xegistration of Literary, Scientific and Charitable 
Societies), and its articles of association settled; all 
the necessary preliminary expenses to be met, till 
then, out of the general fund of the Sandtana Dharma 
Mahstsabha.” 


The Committee so formed has beeun its work.. 
A deputation of the Committee will very soon start to: 
collect funds for the University. The Hon’ble Munsht 
Madholal has already promised a donation of three 
lakhs, and Goswami Dattatreya Krishna Damle; of 
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e | Ellichpur, has promised to make an endowment of 
y property which will yield an annual income of 
r | Rs. 10,000 а year (equivalent to the interest of Rs. 3 
5 lakhs invested in G. P. Notes). А third gentleman, 
e | who is a great land-holder, has promised to subscribe 
| three lakhs when two more sums of three lakhs each 
have been subscribed. It is proposed to have the 
: | foundations of the University laid as soon as a sum 
© | of Rs. 30 lakhs has been raised, or an annual income 
” | of one lakh a year secured. 
| Endowments and subscriptions will be assigned to 
special purposes or departments of the University, or 
r | appropriated to its general funds, as may be desired 
i | by the donors. 
| 
| | MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA, : | 
c Secretary. | 
ALLAUABAD: 
2 12th March, 1906. 
E. 
e 
S 
dad ° 
L 
1 
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A PROPOSED HINDU UNIVERSITY. 


PARTI. THE NEED FOR IT: 


Decay of the Hindus. 
HE present condition. and future prospects of the 
Hindu community throughout India are а sub- 

ject for serious reflection by all thoughtful Hindus. 
Some idea of the material condition of the Hindus may 
be formed by a comparison of their average income 
with that of a prosperous nation like the Enelish. The 
average daily income of the people of India, consisting 
chiefly of Hindus, (only about a sixth of the population 
being Mahomedans) is about one anna per head, that is 
about seth of the daily income per head in England. 
Even this low average is tending to decline as may be 
seen by comparing it with the average fifty years ago, 
when it was about two annas. The condition of the 
Hindus as regards education may also be gauged by 
comparative statistics w hich show that 94: 1 percent. о». 
the population of India, as а whole, is illiterate. In some 
provinces, such as the United Provinces, the percentage 
of illiterates rises as high as 97. In Great Britain the 
percentage 1s 47 and in Germany, 0:11. The bare 
bones, the sunken eyes, the ill-clad persons and the 
squalid homes of the agricultural and labouring classes, à 
who form the bulk of the Hindu community in all 


.parts of India are a far more eloquent index to the 


condition of that community than any statistics can be. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


2 Digitized by Arya Sani P'atibdationitihanna Mann Ghingotri 


Millions die of famine every decade and hundreds of 


thousands die of plague every year. It is well-known | 


that Hindus fall victims to plague much more easily 
than the people of other communities. The physique 
and features of Hindus are rapidly. deteriorating. 
Every сепа) census discloses diminishing vitality, 


decreasing longevity and declining power of pro- 


creation among the Hindus. Тһе upper classes are й 


с; 


languishing, or dying out, for want of careers; the" 


lower classes are suffering from excessive competition. 
The Hindu tenantry, who are the mainstay of the 
country, are, in most provinces, forced by keen 
competition for eulturable land, to pay rack-rents, and 
consequently live on starvation rates of sustenance. 
The proprietary body are, in many parts of the coun- 
try, subject to chronic indebtedness. Such of them 
as аге well-to-do, are, in many cases, torn by factions, 
impoverished by litigation or-debased-by sensuality. 
The principal cause of the decay. 

There is a disposition in many quarters to ascribe 
this state of things mostly to the action or inaction of 
the Government under which we live. Although the 
system of Government and laws to which a people are 
subject is an undoubtedly important factor in deter- 
mining their prosperity, it is not the only influence, 
nor always the most powerful influence, which shapes 

| their destiny. Although the warmest supporters of 
ow Government have to admit its many shortcomings, 
its severest critics cannot deny that it is effec- 
tively discharging the most important of the duties 
of a Government, vis., maintenance of peace 
tection of the lives and property of the people; that 
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it has conferred upon us many other benefits of 
a civilized Government ; and that we can under its 
wgis acquire knowledge and wealth. The. enterpris- 
ing Bhátins and Parsis o£ Bombay and the Marwáris 
of Calcutta are instances of Indian communities Hour- 
ishing under British rule. Other communities can, 
it would seem, flourish equally or even surpassingly. 
What is it then, it may be asked, that has re- 
duced Hindus, аха body, to their present condition ? 
They live ina country which abounds in natural wealth. 
Their land is as fertile as any in the world, and grows 
the best grains and the daintiest fruits. The forests of 
their country are rich in fuel and timber. Тһе mines 
of their country are rich in valuable ores and minerals. 
Their peasantry are industrious, sober and thrifty ; 
their artisans are apt and skilful ; their labourers are 
patient and hardworking ; their upper classes include; 
large numbers of highly intelligent men who can; 
compete, on equal terms, with the most gifted races, and, 
сап be trained to the highest functions which citizens’ 
of civilized countries may be called upon to perform? 
In the past, they have produced great men and 
achieved great things. Hindu Society was formerly 
a lofty and noble structure. It is now a shapeless 
heap. Whatever other causes may have contributed to 
bring about this state of things, all thoughtful and well- 
informed men will probably agree that one of the most 
important causes is the relaxation among the Hindus 
of the power which, according to the Hindu scrip- 
tures, sustains society, viz., the p ie power of r деша, as. 
the ve name dharma* signifies. 


ее 
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Religion in Ancient India. 

Hindus have for thousands of years been pre- 
eminent for the predominance they gave to religion 
over all other concerns. Professor MaxMiiller , than 
whom there is no greater modern authority on the 
history of ancient India, bears witness to this fact in 
the following memorable words :— 

“Ав far back as we can trace the history of 
thought in India, from the time of King Harsha 


and the Buddhist pilgrims, back to the descriptions | 


found in the Mahibhdrat, the testimonies of the Greek 
invaders, the minute accounts of the Buddhists in 
their Tripitaka, and in the end, of the Upanishads 
themselves and the hymns of the Veda, we are met 
everywhere by the same picture, a society in which 
spiritual interests predominate and throw all material 
interests into Hes shade—a world of thinkers 
of philosophers." 

The present condition of the Hindu Religion. 


, à nation 


The society of which this noble picture h 
drawn has now unhappily undergone a si 


as been 
ad change. 
Religion is now mainly the pursuit of a few persons 
here and there. Barring a few exceptions, men who 
are endowed with intellectual gifts are mostly absor- 
bed in the cares of office or professional business, 
and scarcely ever think of religion, 

possessed of „wealth and power are, 
instances, so enero 


Those who are 


in too many 
ssed in their temporal concerns that. 
they have little thought of the s spiritual inter 


their. dependants or neighbours 
The rest of the Hindu society 


ests of 
s, or even their own. 

consists of ignorant 
ж (Six Systems of Hindu SI y, Ist Ed., p. 43) — 
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SEED FOR IT. 5 
agriculturists, petty traders, ill-trained artisans, half- 
E starved labourers, all forming a mass of abject 
ion | humanity, oppressed by poverty and decimated by 
gn disease. Excepting a few earnest souls here and | 
the | there, every Hindu is pursuing his own aims regar dless / 
In | of the effect of his actions on the society to which he | 
| belongs. Mutual trust and mutual co-operation, which | и 
of are the soul of corporate life, have all but disappeared. \ | 
sha There are not many capable leaders, and among such as | 
ms | there are, there is not much unanimity and combined | 
ek action. In short, Hindu society-is utterly disorganized | 
in and disinteerated. | 
ds 3 The remedy. | 
ict This deplorable condition cannot be remedied | 
ch | without a wide diffusion-of knowledge, and the restor- | 
ial | — ation of religion-to- its rightful place. The ancient Í | 
on | religion of India teaches each man to regard him-| | | 
self as a unit of a great whole, and to live and] ; | 
| work for the good of that whole. As mo man can live | 
en and work for the good of the whole to which he belongs | 
re. without living and working in harmony with his — | | 
ns fellow men, the ancient religion has prescribed duties i | 
ho and imposed restrictions which, if properly understood ) | 
r- and duly observed, make for peace!and good-will 


among men, and lead to harmonious co-operation by 
M them for the good of the society of which they are 
members, and of the world they live in. 


ly. 

at Religion and social prosperity. 

Oe Some people are apt to think that the ancient 
"o religion of India leads men to disregard all worldly 


it | - concerns and to become mystics and quietists. It is 
+ true that Hindus never were mammon-worshippers, at 
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any rate, they were not so in their most prosperous days. 
They pursued far higher aims, and achieved success 
in those pursuits of which any nation may be proud. 
But the great founders of the Hindu society recog- 
s sel: 
Indeed it has been ranked as one of the four great aims 
of human life, wiz. dharma (duty), artha (wealth), kóma 
(enjoyment ofawful~pleasures), moksha (final beati- 


10 ` legitimate object of human pursuit. 


tude). There was an artha-sdstra as well as a dharma 
sistra and an adhydtma-séstra (moksha-dharma.. An 
individual who sought only one or two of the great 
aims was regarded as lacking in the balance of character. 
The ancient religion takes cognizance of all human 
concerns, whether of the present or future life. The 
whole fabrie of Hindu civilization is the product of 
Hindu religion. The remnants of the records of that 
civilization, preserved in the existing Sanskrit litera- 
ture, contain a complete scheme of society providing 
for the physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual wel- 
fare of individuals, and for their organization into 
prosperous communities. koteetion of. Шағала. pre- 
servation--of «health "were the first care of tlie ancient! 
religion. Medical science, dyurréda, was considered 
an important part of the scr iptures, it being classed as 


an upa-véda. The dyurréda of India is now recog- 


“nized as the forgotten parent of the medical science of 


Europe ; ; and although little or no advance bas 
made in it during ike last seven 
áyurvédie practitioners who have 


been 
or eight centuries, 


a decent knowledge 
of Charaka, Susruta and other Hindu medical works 


are thriving in а Europeanized city like Calcutta in 
the midst of the practitioners of the European system 
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of medicine which has, for a long time, been making 

rapid advances in consequence of the lifelong labours 
of a host of scientific men in Europe and America, 
and under the patronage of all the Governments in 
those continents. The rules of personal апа domestic 
hygiene and regulations and restrictions regarding 
food and drink, enjoined by Hindu laws and custom, 
and religiously, though not in all cases very intelli- 
gently, observed by fi ithful Hindus down to the 
present day, are borne out by the most modern deve- 
lopments of western science. 


The intellectual status of the ancient Hindus. 


The means provided, and the methods prescribed, 
by the sages of India for the discipline and culture of 


the d and for the acquisition. of knowledge are 

guage, whichis the first and | 
| 
| 


highly rational. L 


— 


most important nieans of mental development and 


culture and the most indispensable medium of commu- 
nication between man and man, was cultiv ated, puri- | 
fied and sy "stematised with an amount of labour and | 
skill that has not been bestowed upon it anywhere | 
else in the world. The Sanskrit language is acknow- 
ledged to stand pre-eminent among the languages of 
the world. It has been found eap: able of expressing 
the highest thoughts conceived by mankind in the 
most TURN and majestic forms. It has been elabo- 
rated with such a keen sense of the laws of harmony 
and rhythm that it stands unrivalled as a means of 
recording, conveying and remembering knowledge and 
thought. Its study, as remarked by Sir Monier 
Williams “ involves a mental discipline not to be sur- 
passed.” Хо other country has, it is well known, 
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produced a system of. erammar and philology at all 
approaching the marvellous product of the genius and 
| labours of the lone succession of linguistic philoso- 
lh phers of whom Pánini and Patanjali are the most 
famous representatives. Methods of arriv ing at truth 
] and rejecting error and illusion, and of thus storing 
up true Т? which are laid down in the e systems 
founded by the line of philosophers which culminated 
in Gautama and Kanada, are as sound and effective as 
| any invented by human i Ingenuity. The scheme for the 
| cultivation of the power of thought and intuition. un- 
folded in the Foya Sutra of Patanjali, has not been 
approached, if attempted, by any Bitten uation in the 
| ancient or modern history of the world. Itis true that 
3 the aim of all recognized systems of Hindu philosophy 
p 5 the acquisition of spiritual knowledge and the 
emancipation of the soul ; but their methods are no less 
conducive to the promotion of temporal knowledge. А 
mind habituated to those methods ceases to be credu- 
lous, and is not e: isily satisfied with 
а С well- established trath. lt i is siddhdntas 
1 form the basis of ey ery true science ‘and ever y 
sound institution. Тһе Rishis who founded the 
shina society were ardent votaries of truth 
телей their civilization. on the solid fou 
-ü р xu. 


anythine short of 


xl they 
ndation of 


550 by the saves of India 
1 the virtues which are 


Digitized by Arya. jamal Epyndatign Ghennai and eGangotri 9 


(ahinsd) із reckoned among the highest virtues and 
is enjoined upon all members of the society. One who 
resolves to prepare himself for leading higher life has 
to begin with a vow of whinsdé (Manu T 39).* Truth 
is recognized as the highest duty or religion (aatar fæ 
qrama :). Srutis, smritis, itihasas and puranas are full 
of injunctions and exhortations declaring allegiance to | 
truth under all conditions and at all hazards as the; 
foremost duty of man. The first lesson taught to a’ 
boy under the old system of teachine begins with 
“Sattyam vada dharmam chara” (speak the truth, do 
thy duty). Traditions of men like Harischandra, 
Yudhisthira, and Dasaratha who sacrificed their for- 
tunes, affections and their very lives at the altar of 
truth, are cherished with the greatest reverence and 
treasured with the utmost care in the ancient literature 
of India. Another predominant injunction of the 
Hindu scriptures is one which is so urgently needed 
at present for producing real benefactors of society, 
viz. unselfish action. No teaching is more emphatic 
in the vast body of Hindu sacred literature than the 
effacement of self. It is the burden of the “ Lord's 
Lay,"—the В hagavadgitá—w hich is justly regarded 
as the essence of Hindu scriptures. It sheds lustre on 
the Hindus of old inasmuch as it indicates that they 
had reached that stage of true civilization where men 
are actuated by the motive of universal rather than 
personal good. Animals "will care and act for 
no one but themselves, their mates, and their oft- 
spring, up to a certain age. Individualism is the 
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prevailing feature of societies of men before they 


reach a high state of civilization. It is people who 
have lived for thousands of years in the midst of a 


Po 


| 
7 
Т 
i 

li 


high state of civilization. that are capable of acting i 


from the motive of the good of all beings. Beneficent 
activity in aid of social prosperity (@T#AAE) is enjoined 
even on those who have realised the transitory nature | 


of all temporal concerns and are free from all desires.” 

Rectitude of conduct is taught to be a far more valu- 

able possession than wealth (әзі aga axafguaniarta 

atfaa). А pure life is assigned a far higher place 

than a knowledge of all the Vedas (srfasfisrarenifq | 

ЯС fag: gafaa: | aR.) Forgiveness | 

ECC fortitude (afa), control of senses (qm) and of | 

the mind (TR), compassion (wg=qr), philanthropy 

k: (ч%тчжте), in short, all virtues which elevate human 
character, support human society and promote harmony | 
among men, are ineulcated by means of solemn injunc- 
tions, touching anecdotes and eloquent discourses. 
Hindu philosophy co-operates with Hindu poetry 
in the task of leading man into the path of righteous- 
ness, inasmuch as it teaches him that every creature 


around him is his own self in another guise, and that 
he rises in the scale of being by doing good to those 
with whom he comes in contact and degrades himself 
by injuring his fellow creatures. ‘Thus a belief in the 
two great laws of transmigration and karma is an 
incentive to virtue. 


*ачт:жтйчцічаїчт чат gata HTT | 
gaiari n NSS RAAR | 
Smagiai kaeda nagar | 


J 
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THE NEED FOR IT. 11 
The methods of spiritual culture prescribed in the 
sacred literature of India have produced sages, saints 
and seers whose greatness stands unique in the his- 
tory of the world. 

The great institutions of ancient India 7nd their 
bearing on national solidarity and prosperlty. 
No intelligent and thoughtful student of the older 

and more important works of the Sanskrit literature 
can fail to perceive that the aim of the founders of 
the Hindu society was to create powerful, enlightened, 
prosperous and well-organized communities of men. 
place their aim in this direction 


Their very prayer 
beyond doubt. 


Numerical strength. 


It will be readily conceded that the first condition 
of a powerful community.is its numerical strength ; 
and it is well known that, at present, the necessity of 
securing this condition is seriously exercising the 
minds of the leaders of the French and American 
republics. In the case of Hindus, this condition is 
assured by the religious duty imposed upou every 
citizen of begetting legitimate sons, the only exemption 
from this duty being in favour of Naishthika Brahma- 
charis, who may elect to consecrate their lives to the 
pursuit of knowledge and take a vow of life-long 
celibacy. 


ж Мау the Brahmans іп our kingdom De resplendent with piety 
and knowledge. May the Kshattriyas ре brave, skilled in arms, 
terrible to foemen, and capable of facing formidable odds. May the 
cows of the sacrificer be good milkers ; his oxen, powerful in dratt: 
his horses, fleet ; his wife, the mistress of a thriving household; his 
Son a conquering w arrior and a youth who will adorn an assembly. 
May rain fall as copiously as we desire. Мау our erops ripen with 
abundant grain. May we have, and maintain, prosperity. (Shukla 
Yajui-vedu, Vajasaneyi Sanhita, XX1-22. 


СС-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


—— 


19 Digitized by Arya;Gamaj-reungetien Ehannapang eGangotri 


The purity of race. 
As numerical strength is not in itself sufficient to 
make a community powerful, marriage laws and rules 


were so formed as to secure purity of race, and thus f 
Í produce men of superior physical, intellectual and « 
| moral qualities. ] 
қ The four asramas or stages of life. БАН 
| The development and fructification of these ( 
qualities was provided for by prescribing that men 
of twice-born classes should, in their boyhood, be f 
initiated by a competent preceptor and undergo a long X 
course of study and discipline (aga) under conditions 1 
of rigid abstinence and purity, after which they should | ] 
marry and rear up families, and may acquire wealth i 
and indulge in legitimate enjoyments, and should be en. 9 
gaged in acts of. beneficence, and thus ripen with the 
experience of the world. The duties of a householder | 
were required to come to an end when the family was 
grown up and signs of old age were visible. Then i 


came the stage of retirement into solitude, where, free 
from the cares and toils of domestie and civic life, 
the mind enjoyed undisturbed repose and tranquillity 
and was in moods fayourable for the discovery of great 
truths and conception of elevated and elevating 
thoughts. Last of all came the stage in which all 
Т thoughts concerning this world were to come to an end 
| and the mind was to be devoted solely to the high- 
est concern of humanity (qa Geared) vie., unde 
tion, elevation and enlightenment of the soul until 
it is fit to dwell eternally in the pr 


vo esence of the 
Supreme Soul or to become one with that Soul 
. Gay). 
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Divislon of labour and hereditary transmission of 
talents and aptitudes. 

The interests of social prosperity were provided 
for by assigning different functions of human society to 
different classes, whose duty and interest it was to 
perform these functions efficiently and hand down their 
knowledge, talents, skill and aptitude to their descen- 
dants. The advancement and preservation of know- 
ledge, the regulation of society by laws and socio-reli- 
gious institutions, and the promotion of civilization by 
educational, literary and scientific work were committed 
to the care of a class who were taught to regard know- 
ledge and virtue as their most valuable possession and 
to despise wealth and power from their very childhood, 


and were trained to lead a life of rigorous self-denial 


and fearless independence. The protection of society 
was entrusted to a class who were known to be en- 
dowed with martial qualities and administrative сара- 
city. The production, distribution and custody of 
wealth were in the hands of a class who excelled 
in intelligence, industry, thrift and aptitude for busi- 
ness. While Kshattriyas and Vaisyas were trained for 


- the special functions of their respective classes, they 


were required to receive the same sanskdras and the 
same high standard of education in the Vedas and 
other branches of learning as Bráhmans. Labour and 
service were the lot, as in all countries and ages, of 
the mass of people of humble birth and inconspicuous 
mental powers. The functions thus assigned to each 
class as its jati-dharmas were specialised by different 


families as their &ula-dharmas and were faithfully and | 
efficiently performed for the well-being of the whole 
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society, which was thus served by the classes and 


families composing it, as an organism 18 served by its 


d constituent organs. 
The net results o? social institutions. 


This organization (rarna-vibhaga) was in accord- 
i ance with the great laws, now known as the laws of 
Daviston or LABOUR and Hereprrary "TRANSMISSION 
OF APTITUDES AND TALENTS, and, working in conjunction 
with the wise institution of dsrama-vib/dga, it produced | 
results which made India one of the wealthiest and most | 
civilized countries of the world for thousands of years, 
ا‎ declared Indians to be the greatest uation of 
his time, not excepting Thracians, the most advanced 
people of Greece in thatage. The enormous wealth of | 
India excited the cupidity of foreigners from the days 
of Alexander down to modern times. Her manufactures 
were the admiration of the world. Her merchandise 

found markets in the remotest countries of Asia and Eu- 

rope. Her warriors were famous for their valour, chival- 

ry, and heroism, even down to the degenerate times 

treated of in Tod’s Annals of Rijasthin. Sanskrit 

literature is full of vivid descriptions of prosperous 

j: communities and powerful kingdoms, of opulent cities 


and thriving marts, of splendid palaces, mansions, gar-- 

dens and threatres, of flour ishing trades, handicrafts s arts 

f x learning. That these deo mio are not mere poe- 
ical fiction is proved by the testimony of foreigners 
WE Merasthenes and Hiouen Tsang who visited 
India and recorded their experiences ; and no thought- 
ful student of sociology who has a knowledge of the 
conditions existing in ancient India can have any 
difficulty in kde ing in these descriptions when 
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he contemplates what can be accomplished by an 
intelligent race inhabiting a fertile country full o£ 
mineral resources, and living under institutions framed 
and controlled by wise and unselfish men. Sanskrit: 
scholars of Europe are now convinced that religion, 
philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, poetry, 
drama, architecture, music, and in short all depart- 
ments of learning, arts and handicrafts were originated 
and cultivated by Hindus for themselves with scarcely 
any extraneous help. 

Lack of Classical culture and of religious education 
and control. 

. Тһе lamentable condition into which Hindus have / 

now fallen is, in a great measure, due to their divorce: 


from the ancient religion and literature of India.! 


XL 


There is no organisation among them to train teachers 
who should impart instruction to the people in the 
great lessons of truth, purity, rectitude, self-control 
and unselfish devotion to duty which are so impressively 
and so copiously taught in their ancient literature. 
Hindu princes, nobles, gentry, and—barring exceptions 
here and there—even Brahmans receive no systematic 
Hindu education or spiritual ministrations. This. 
state-of things is in marked contrast with that pre- 
jailing in the prosperous countries of Europe and 
America whiere religion, as a rule, forms a necessary 


part of education ; where large congregations assem- 
ble in well-appointed churches every week to hear 
sermons preached by well-educated clergymen -dis- 
charging their duties under the control of a well-estab- 
lished ehureh-government ; where the aristocracy, the 
gentry, and other rich people go through a course 


` 


mm 


I 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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of instruction in the ancient literatures of Greece and 
Rome, which gives them the training, culture and of 
refinement so necessary to men who occupy eminent 
positions and control important affairs. While the n 
classical languages of Greece and Rome form а neces- E 
sary and important element of à respectable education 

in Europe and America, very few of the most highly 

educated Hindus are proficient in the sacred and | pe 
classical language of their country, and fewer still | of 
have explored the priceless treasures still contained iu | of 


that language. in 
Indebtedness of European civilization to the | a 
literature of Rome and Greece. ` l «d 

It is well known to students of European history | m 


that the culture, refinement, arts and sciences of mo- | x 
dern Europe are largely the result of the great move- | cl 
ment known as the Пеш aissance, which consisted | p 
chiefly of the revival of the ancient learning’ of 
Greece and Rome, and which, originating im Italy, 
the old home of Roman civilization, gradually extend- 
€d to France, Spain, Germany, Great Britain and other 
|. . eountries of: Europe. 
| Need for the revival of Sanskrit learning. ; 
A great revival of Hindu learning must. precede 

: ady meement of ME Hindus. Хо scheme for. 


Е ound v "hieh-ign. nores 
ple of histo eal continuity and he i achiev 


һе 
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ness and material prosperity. Even European scholars 
of Sanskrit compare what they know of that literature* 
favourably with the Latin and Greek literatures f 
from which the modern literatures and civilization of 
Europe are chiefly derived. 

English Education in India. 

English education can, іп the nature of things, 
be availed of by only a very inconsiderable portion 
of the Hindu community. Of the ‘total population 
of India only 6:8 males out of every 1,000 are literate 
in English, and these figures ifclude | Europeans 


and Eurasians. Enelish education іп India has pro- 
S 1 


duced а number of men many of whom are orna- 
ments of the professions and services to which they 
belong, and others are efficiently and honourably dis- 
charging the duties which they are called upon to | 
perform. But the positions in which a knowledge of | 


---- 


е» us, for 
with all that has been achieved, we are on the threshold of a truly, 
historical study of Indian philosophy and literature. Here, also, we 
are still like children playing on the sea-shore and finding now i 
pebble or a shell, whilst the great ocean of that ancient literature 
lies before us undiscovered and unexplored.” (Six Systems of Hindu 
Philosophy, first Ed., pp. 383.) 

Її This comparison has heen instituted, among others, by Sir ° 
Monier Williams іп the preface to his Sanskrit English Dictionary, 
where he says: “No one person indeed, with limited powers of mind 
and body, can hope to master more than one or two departments of 
So vast a range, in which scarcely а subject сап ре named with 
the single exception of historiography, not furnishing a greater 
number of treatises than any other language of the ancient 
world. Іп some subjects, too, especially in poetical descriptions 
of nature and domestic affections, Indian works do not suffer by 


“comparison with the best specimens of Greece and Rome, while in 


the wisdom, depth and shrewdness of their moral apothegms they 
are unrivalled. More than this the learned Hindus had probably| 
made great advances in astronomy, algebra, arithmetie, hotany and 
medicine, not to mention their admitted superiority in grammar, long } 

e any of these sciences were cultivated by the most ancient | 
ns of Burope.” . . . “The East is, we must candidly own, the. 
lirst soüree of all our light." i 


m 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
18 A PROPOSED HINDU UNIVERSITY: 
' English is required сап prov ide careers for only a 
very small fraction of the Indian. population, and ihe 
education of men for these careers js a serious tax on 
the energy and resources of the community ; for educa- 
tion through the medium of a foreign language neces- 
sarily costs far more time and expense, and puts much 


LEL REA ADS 


greater strain on the mind and body, than education 
through one’s vernacular. Of those who have spent 
as many as fifteen or twenty years of their carly-life 
in receiving English education, a very small portion 
can effectively use the English language as a means of 
communication, and fewer still can use it as-an instru- 
ment of thought. India, which was once pre-eminent 
as a land of- thinkers, is not now producing much 
in the way of original thought. A foreign language 
can scarcely be so favourable to original thought as. 
one's own mother tongue. A foreign language may 
be avery useful accomplishment to those who have 
the means and parts necessary for acquiring it; but. 
it cannot serve. as the vehicle of original thought aud 
medium of instruction for а whole community. Eng- 
lish education will continue to be sought by aspirants 
to Government service and by those who wish to join 
the professions for which it isa necessary passport. 


It should also be sought as a means of acquiring and | 


popularizing the sciences, arts and manufacturing: 
processes which have sprung up in Europe aud Aime- 
rica during thé last seventy or eighty years owing 


to the introduction of steam and electricity as motive 


powers and of chemistry аз an important economic 


agent. Dutthe-bulk of the Indian population must 
һе educated. through the- medium of Tndian  verñacu- | 


жез: 
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lars, and these must, as has been observed before, be | 
nursed by their mother, Sanskrit. / 
Decline of Hindu Civilization. 

There was a time when India could claim to be the | 
largest contributor, at least in the Aryan portion of | 
the human race, not only to religion and philosophy, | 
but to sciences, arts, manufactures, and all else that 


makes up civilization. European scholars and investi- 


G 
т 
———«————————— 


.!. . . . | 
ife gators now acknowledge that India is the birthplace | 


on | of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, astronomy and medi- 


i 
of | cine, and own their indebtedness to our ancestors for | | 
ru- | the discovery of another most important factor of! i 
ent | civilization, vis., the use of metals. But, for the last| | 
ich | eight or nine hundred yeurs, Indian civilization has. | 
ge | not only been making no proeress, but has been stea- | 
ав. | dily declining. Mathematics has made no progress | 
lay | in India since the age of Bhaskaráchárya, and medi- | 
we | cine has advanced little since the days of Vágbhatta. i 
but. | Each generation sees the decline or disappearance of | 
ind | some branch of Indian learning which was once culti- | 


ng- | vated with assiduity, or some art or trade which was 
о 


nts | once in а flourishing condition. Even the most che- 
oin | rished possession of our race, viz., the-knowledge of 
mt. | the Vedas, is now аба low ebb. In fact Vedic studies. 
md | ave being pursued with greater zeal in Europe than in 
ing Indis. Within the memory of living men, Hindu 
ne- | Mathematicians, physicians, logicians and “musicians 
ing have died without leaving successors approaching 
ive | their eminence. ‘The art of making steel from th 


‘ore, which was extensively practised in many parts 
‘of India, is said by the present generation of India 
blacksmiths, to have come down to the time of thei 


nic 


ust © 
cu- 
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fathers, but to be a well-nigh forgotten art now. The. | 


manufacture of the exquisite cotton fabrics knownas “< 
shabnam and db-i-rawén has only been recently lost. 3 
Rapid retrogression in recent times. je 

As this process of retrogression has been going on | p 

for about a thousand years, some idea of the ground E 
lost by the Indian civilization сап be formed from the s 
losses which it has suffered im recent times. Га spite 3 
ofall her losses, India was not much behind other x 
countries in material civilization up to the first quarter | А 


of the nineteenth century, when she still exported fine 

cloths and other products of skilled workmanship to | 
European and other countries. But the advances | 
made in Europe and America during the last three | Th 
quarters of a century in physics and chemistry and in | él 
their application to the production of wealth, and more | ty 
especially, the introduction of steam and electricity as | 


3 : aids to manufacturing industries and as means of loco- | is 
motion, have thrown India far behind the countries in | о 
which experimental sciences are studied and made} st 
~ subservient to social prosperity. th 
Need for scientific and technical education. SU 
- India cannot regain her prosperity until the study | = 
and application of the modern sciences becomes, so to | 
speak, poth edi in the countr bx. Science Sonne be- s 
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The The patriotie endeavours which are being made 
m to send students to foreign countries for technical 
Ae education are most praiseworthy. But they can only 

serve, as they аге no doubt meant to serve, as a small 
221 beginning. Technical education cannot be expected 
nd | to make any real progress. until there is at least one 
thea well-appointed polytechnic institution іп the country 
5 capable of giving efficient Instruction in the principles | 
le and practice of the technical arts which help the | 
aan | production of the principal necessaries of life of the | 
Еа Indian population. | 
hne i 
) to Need for religious education. | 
E But mere industrial advancement cannot restore | 
a India to the position which she once occupied among ! 
B 


the civilized countries of the world. Апа even indus- 


ore’ trial prosperity cannot be attained in any large mea- | 
788) sure without mutual confidence and loyal co-operation i 
CO" | amongst all concerned, and these can only prevail and | | 
Ў in | endure amongst those who are fair in all their dealings, | 
ade | strict in the observance of good faith and steadfast in | 
their loyalty to truth. Such men cannot be found in | 
. | sufüciently large numbers to keep a society iu an | 
Wy organised, efficient and healthy condition, when the | 


) to 
be- | 
ied 


society to which they belong is not under the abiding 
influence of a great religion acting as a living force. 
The foregoing considerations point to the need for 
bringing the Hindu community under a system of edu- 
cation which will qualify its members for 
of the great aims of life (triv 


the pursuit 


om оя, 112 
ligigis duties (dharmd); ` 
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» (2) Attainment of material prosperity (artha), and 
| (3) Enjoyment of lawful pleasures (kama). 
The fourth great aim, salvation (moksha), must: he 

pursued by each individual by his own efforts under 

the guidance of his spiritual preceptor and in accord- 

ance with the methods of his own particular creed 


or denomination. 
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PART I. THE PROVISIONAL SCHEME. 


A Hindu University. 
It is proposed to make the beginning of such a 
system of education as has been indicated above Ву, 
founding a University (а) for the promotion off 


Sanskrit learning as a means of preserving and popu 


larismey- for the benefit of the Hindus and the 


world at large, all that was good and great in 
the ancient citilization of India, especially the high 
standard of morality, and those teachings which led 2 
the formation of the solid types of character which 
were content with plain living and high thinking and 
delighted in beneficence and generosity, and of enrich- 
ing the modern vernaeulars with the results achieved by 
modern-xeienee-and-learning, and (0) for providing 
scientific and technical instruction of a superior order 
ава means of developing the vast resources of the 
country and of supplying prosperous careers for its 
people. 
Sanskrit Learning. 

The study of Sanskrit is at present chiefly confined 
to Brahmans, and even within that class its range is 
not wide and 16 15 not pursued with any definite aim. 
Brahman boys here and there take it up partly from 
a sense of religious duty but mainly from the force of 
immemorial custom, and such of them as have a suff- 
ciently keen intellect to acquire a proficiency in some 
branch of Sanskrit literature become its votaries, rather 
from its inherent fascination, than from motives of 


. 
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worldly benefit : for the scanty remuneration of a Pan- | Dı 
(lit is from being commensurate with the time and | yy} 
mental exertion which his studies cost, or with the of 
order of intellect which they demand. Ordinary | the 
Pandits have no conception of the possibilities of the | th 
Sanskrit. literature. as a source of-worldly prosperity. | sec 
They are not aware of the value of the Sanskrit | Ch 
language asa means of invigorating and training the | to 
intellect for occupations w hich call for superior intelli- 

| gence,anil of the Sanskrit literature as a source of , 

| the teachings and models required for the formation i 


| nor 
| of great characters, who alone ean achieve great 2; 
RON өт 
| things. One of the priucipal aims of the University sd 
&cl 
[^ ill be to extend the sphere. of. Sanskrit learnine to | 
j ; vo 
| alb classes who are capable of benefiting by it, and to" le 
de 
Ц utilise it аза means of nourishing and tr aining the n 
| (1C 
| minds and elev ating the c. of the alumni and” dm 
of thus preparing don for the great tasks and- high С 
stt 
positions which they will find awaiting the w orthy, in tl 
1C 
|| the various departments of social activity. Sanskrit | 1 
i ] lor 
) will | thus become, asit. was in olden times, the language | l 
s de 
Pot t the elite of all classes in all parts. of India. : 
evenit The Scope of Sanskrit Studies. 
Jt is pr hit 
t is proposed to arrange for giving efficient in- 
an 
iction ‘in all branches of Sanskrit literature, of а 
ie 


recognised puc and more especially to- aero the 
7 r 
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Duncan,* the large-hearted British administrator to 
whom this country is indebted for the establishment 
of that highly useful institution. But the study of 
the Vedas, and other works intimately connected with 
the Hindu Religion, was afterwards abolished in con- 
sequence of the scruple that if was-not right for a 
Christian Government to encourage studies calculated 
to promote a non-Christian religion. 


The Vedas. 


There being no_other..institution for the encour- 
agement of Vedic studies, these have come to be 
grievously neelected in this country. Some European 
scholars have for the last fifty or sixty years been de- 
voting much attention to Vedic studies ; but they are 
deprived of the facilities available in India, and can- 
didly admit that a large number of Vedic texts remain 
uninterpreted. Moreover, they chiefly pursue their 
studies for philological and historical purposes, and 
their labours cannot be of much benefit to India so 
long as Indians remain apathetic to this important 
department of Sanskrit literature. 


- 


— 


It is proposed to encourage the study of Ше Sam- 
hitas, Dráhmans, and Upanishads, the Srauta, Grilya 
and Dharma Sutras and the codes of Manu and Yajna- 
valkya, the Ramáyan, Mahabharat, Srimadbhgávat. 
and other Puránas with special reference to their 
bearing on the evolution aud constitution of the Hindu 
society. Such a study will lead to the right uuder- 
standing and intelligent working of Hindu institutions, 
and will ensure the supply of a race of religious 


` 


* Vide appendix. 
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teachers qualified by their learning and character to 
instruct the people in the high moral precepts and 
spiritual truths which are treasured up in the sacred 
books of the Hindus, and which are calculated to 
raise them to a higher level of living and acting than 
at present prevails. 

The Vedangas. 

Of the Veddngas, Vydkaranca is the only one which 
is taught and learnt with some zeal. Jyotisha is learnt 
here and there; but a competent knowledge of it is 
now somewhat rare. Chhandahsdstra ік also learnt 
by some, but the Vedie prosody has come to be almost 
entirely forgotten. Эйла Лара and Nirukta are 
known to very few. It is proposed to make the 
teaching of Vydhkarana more practical, and to 
revive the study of the other Veddngas and especially 
Jyotisha. It is proposed to establish an observatory 
for the study of the phenomena of astronomy and 
meteorology, and to make endeavours to brine the 
Sanskrit literature on these subjects up to date. 

The Darsanas. 

Arrrangements will be made for founding a chair 
for each Darsana, and special steps will be taken to 
resuscitate the study of the Purva Mimdmsa and San- 
khya which have come to be more or less neglected. 
A knowledge of pada, vakya, and pramána will be 
required of all who wish to qualify for higher studies in 
Sanskrit literature and to become teachers of religion. 

The Upavedas. 
(A) Ayurvéda. 

Of the Upavédas, particular attention will be 

bestowed on the Ayurvéda. It will be brought np to 
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date by the incorporation of the results achieved by 
other nations in anatomy, physiology, surgery and 
other departments of the medical science. The ulti- 
mate aim of this department will be to provide the 
whole country with Vaidyas well qualified both as 
physicians and surgeons. Botanical gardens will be 
maintained for the culture of herbs and roots for 
medicinal use, and vegetables and plants for economic 
uses and for the study of fibres, dyes and tans. There 
will be laboratories for teachine the preparation of 
rasas, tailas, dsavas and other medicines and for carry- 


ing on original investigation and experiments. Wmi- 


nent graduates and licenciates іп European medicine . 
and surgery will be employed to give instruction and 
training to the students of Ayurvéilu and to help the 
Vaidyas in preparing works.in Sanskrit. and Indian 
vernaculars, on anatomy, physiology, surgery, hygiene 
and other sciences auxiliary to the Ayurvéda. 


CB) Sthdpatya Veda (Scientific and Technical.) 


One of the most important functions of the institu- 
tion will be to build up anew the Sthdpatya Veda or 
artha sdstra which, asa written science, has been so 
completely effaced from the Indian literature that its 
very name has ceased to be familiar. The task to be 
performed in this direction will be most difficult and 
most expensive. Physics and chemistry, both theoreti- 
cal and applied, will be taught. There will be large 
classes for teaching the arts of spinning, weaving, dye- 
ing, calico-printing, glass-making and other useful arts. 
There will be workshops for turning out skilled me- 


chanies such as carpenters and blacksmiths. There 
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will be well-equipped physical and chemical laborato- ! 
ries for practical instruction and for original research. | 
Mechanical, electrical and mining engineers will be > 
educated and trained for developing the resources of | 


the country. Civil engineering will also be taught. | 
The manufacture and use of machinery will be taught | 
with special care. | 
(С. Agricultural Science. | 

As India is an agricultural country, а knowledge | 

of agricultural chemistry and of the scientific methods | 
of agriculture adopted in the advanceed countries of 
the West, whereby the soil is made to yield more 
abundant and richer harvests than are obtained in our 


country, should be promoted and diffused widely 
among the people. It is a matter for congratulation 
that the Government of India has now recognised the 
importance of promoting a knowledge of agricultural 
science and research in India. But it seems that in 
| view of the great importance to the country of such 
knowledge and of the benefits to be immediately 
derived from it, the proposed University, which will У 
be the people's Uni versity, should make it an important ] 
|| part oki 8 duty to help in diffusing such knowledoe 
among ШЕ people and in making it a national uet 
a -o m view, an Agricultural College 


ы | hed, where the highest instruction, 

EVE a "V М Ў 15 

m һе given through the medium of the vernacular, 
both in thé theory-and pi 
light of the latest dey 


ractice of agriculture in’ the 

í ' elopments of agricultural science. 

(7) ) The Gándharca- Veda and other fine 
Whi ` 2 а 7/2 ۰ < m 5 . 

ile the лы. of religion (dharma) and social 
prosperity (artha) will be provi i 

pros; ty (artha) will be provided for by supplying 


arts. 
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sound instruction in the foregoing subjects, the third aim 
of life, viz., the enjoyment of lawful pleasures (dma) 


. will not be neglected. The founders of Indian civiliza- 


tion, while prescribing and insisting on the most 
austere morals, were never averse to (esthetic culture. 
With a clear perception of the nature of true civiliza- 
tion, our ancestors cultivated and cherished the graceful 
arts of music, poetry, drama, painting, sculpture and 
architecture, which afford refined enjoyment to superior 
natures. Some of these arts having been partially, and 
others totally, lost in the vicissitudes through which the 
Indian civilization has passed, steps will be taken to 
revive these arts so that they may once more form the 
graces of Hindu homes. 
The Colleges. 

The University will comprise— 

1. A Ултрік Correas where the Vedas, Vedangas, 
Smritis, Darsanas, ахах, and Puranas, and other 
departments of Sanskrit literature will be taught. 
An astronomical and meteorological observatory will 
be attached to the Jyotisha section of the Vedangas, 


' and will form a part of this College. 

N. B.—This College and all religious work of the 5 
University will be ander the control of those who’ 

- accept aud follow the principles of the Sanit tanadharma і 


as laid down іп the Sruti, Smritis, and Puranas, 


Teachers of Religion will be trained and examined. 
here. Admission to this College will be regulated in 


accordance with the rules of the Varnisramadharma. 


All other Colleges will be open to students of : all creeds | 
The secular branches of Sanskrit learning | 


aud classes. 
will be taught without restriction of caste or creed. 
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2. Ах AYURVEDIC COLLEGE, with its laboratories 
and botanical gardens. This College will have а first 
class hospital amd a veterinary department with its 
cattle, farms and studs for improving the breeds of 
cattle and horses. 

3. A COLLEGE or STHAPATYA VEDA or ARTHA 
Sastra having, three distinct departments which will 
be located in separate buildings, viz., — 

(а) А Department of Physics, theoretical and 
applied, with laboratories for experimoats 
and researches, and workshops for the ya 
ing of mechanical and electrical engineers ; 

(0) A Department of Chemistry with its labora- 
tories for experiments and researches, aud 
workshops for teaching the manufacture of 
acids, dyes, paints, varnishes, cements, and 
other chemical products ; 

(e) А Technological Department for teaching the 
manufacture, by means of machinery, of the 
principal articles of personal and household 
use for whieh India is now dependent on 
foreign countries. Mining and metallurgy 
will form two important sections of this 
department ; 

4. Ап Agricultural College where instruction will 
be imparted both in the theory 
culture in the light of the late 
cultural science. 


and practice of agri- 
st developments of agri- 
9. А COLLEGE or THE GANDHARYA Укра and 

other fine arts. The work of this college will be— 
(а) To recover the world of beauty and sub- 
limity which was reared in даз by the 
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I OA 
wsthetic minds of ancient India, and to bring 
it within the reach of the cultured classes ; 

(0) То restore the dramatic art to its pristine 
purity ul. to make it a popular means of 
moral education ; 

(c) To encourage painting and sculpture by pro- 
viding competent instructors for those who 
have a natural aptitude for these arts ; 

(4) To preserve purity of design in the produc- 
tion of art wares, to arrest the spirit of a 
slavish imitation of foreign models, and 
to encourage the various decorative arts. 

6. A LINGUISTIC Соған where students will be 
taught English, and such other foreign languages as 
it may be found necessary to teach, in order to enrich. 
the Indian literature with all important sciences and 
arts. Languages will be taught in the most approved 
and expeditious methods extant, amd up to such a 
degree of proficiency that a learner of a language 
shall be able to speak and write it with accuracy and 


ease, and to read its literature with facility. Teachers | 
of the other colleges, and Pandits outside the colleges, 
who are not too old, will be induced to seek imstruction 
in this college so that they may become competent to 
help in the task of enriching the Indian literature with 
the result of modern sciences and learning. < 
Residential Quarters. 
Besides these colleges and their adjuncts there will 


be residential quar 
endeavours will be made to revive the great ancient 
institution of 02 


"alimacharya. * Promising students will 
attracted from all parts of the country and admitted. 


be 
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у to the dsrama of brahmachdris directly after their ` | 
| прапауапа. Men of light and leading inall parts of | 
| the country will be invited to send their sons and other FT 
| relations to the ésrama. | 
š There will be a large school in connection with the | 
dsrama where the students will receive education pre- | 
liminary to their admission to the colleges where they | 
will be trained for the discharge of higher functions, | 
and control of ordinary functions, in the social eco- | 
nomy. It will be the duty of the resident teachers | 
to mould the characters of the students оп the great | 


models which are delineated in the Sauskrit literature. 
The students will be required to carry out in their | 
daily life, and intereourse with one another, those | 
great lessons of satya (truth), daya (compassion), tupas 
(physical endurance and mental discipline), soucha 
(purity of body, mind and dealings), ttikshit (for- 
bearance), sama (control of passions), Сата (control of 
the senses), «Ainsd (abstinence from causing. injury), 
brahmacharyas (continence) ‘ydya(self-sacrifice), dhriti | 
(fortitude), shame (Foreivene 


), érjava (straightfor- s 
wardness), vinaya (propriety of conductand behaviour), |. 
sila (good conduct and disposition), nirmamatra (unsel- 
fishnessy wirahankára (humility), pourusha (enter- 
prise), оа (aspiration), dhairya (firmness, virya 
(courage), audárya (generosity), maitri (friendliness 
to all beings) and other virtues which they will Jearn 
at first hand from our sacred literature, | 


5 


The Courses of Study. | 
\ The courses of study will be ко fixed that a student 


а erage intelligence, taught on the modern methods, z | 
may, in twelve years E 


5 (a) acquire, without excessive ~~ 
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strain оп his powers, a proficiency in the Sanskrit 
| language and literature which will make him a dhar- 
“ тауптуа, or firmly grounded in the principles of religion 
| and morality, and will be able to understand, with 
| facility, those branches of Sanskrit learning which can 


| be read without the help ofa specialist, апа (0) be 
skilled in some art of producing wealth, and versed in 
the principles upon which it isbased. Тһе students of 
the brahmacharydsrama who have maintained an unble- 
mished character, and completed their courses of study, 
and who are, on examination, found to have attained 
the prescribed standard of proficiency, will be award- 
| ed.the pada (degree) of Snátaka graduate)... Those 
| who, after becoming Swfalas, pursue their studies in 
| or out: of the University, and achieve distinction in 
some branch of science or learning, by producing some 
work of merit, or by some useful discovery or inven- 
tion, will be awarded the title of Achárya. Those 


who will come to the University after the ageof 14 or L5 

| 15 to receive technical education, will, when they һауе \ 
Q completed their course of studies and passed the pres- 
| cribed tests, receive diplomas as Adhikáris (licentiates) 


in their respective professions. While in the Univer- 
sity, they will also receive religious and moral 
education in vernacular if they do not know Sanskrit. 


The character and functions of the Snatakas:' ' 
(graduates). 


The instruction and training in the direct produc- 
tion of wealth which the students will receive in the 
technical colleges will, it is hoped, place them above 
want, and they will begin to produce wealth before. 
they: have completed their term at the University, and. 
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it may be possible to give them stipends out of their 


-own earnings during their apprenticeship.” They will 
be established in life as employers of labour, organizers 
of industries, managers of landed estates and business | 
houses, scientifie and literary men, engineers, profes- 


sors, religious teachers, conductors of researches 
in literary fields, and investigators into the phenomena | 
(ша laws of nature. Being able to earn wealth by 


| 


| honourable means, they will be above temptation 
to unworthy conduct, and being inspired by high 
principles imbibed from Sanskrit learning, they will 


be men of unswerving rectitude and incorruptible in- 


tegrity. Their brahmacharya will give them physical | 
and mental robustness which will enable them to bear | 
the strain of intellectual work, whether professional or | 
civic. Their culture will command respect. Their l 
character will inspire confidence. The guarantee of | 
their word will attract capital for great industrial | 
enterprises. Their direction and control will ensure 
Success to religious, educational, mercantile, industrial A 
апа philanthropic undertakings. They will establish 
schools and colleges in different parts of the country 
which will diffuse education similar-to that given at 
the University and will be affiliated to it. They wilt 
establish harmony and co-operation where there is 
discord and strife. . i Я . 


Medium of Instruction. 
Iustruction Will be imparted in Sanskrit to all 
| who desire it. It will be insisted on in the case of 
those who wish to qualify themselves to be teachers 
of religion, and of those who wish to obtain the highest 
degree in medicine. In the case of others, only such 


ced 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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) 
| a knowledge of Sanskrit will be required as will enable | 
i them to easily understand simple religious texts and 


to acquire a mastery over the vernacular. For the 
| rest, instruction will be imparted wholly through the 
| medium of the Indian vernacular which is most widely 
| understood in the country, riz, Hindi. It is hoped | 
| that Indian students who willingly learn Japanese in 
| order to attend lectures at the Tokyo University will not 
| regad it a hardship if they are required to pick up 
| a sufficient knowledge of Hindi in order to receive 
| instruction at the proposed University. ^ Even at 
| present а considerable number of students come to 
| Benares from Madras, which is the only part of India 
where Hindi is not understood by most people. "They 


! come to learn Sanskrit, and, as a rule, they acquire а 
| knowledge of Hindi in a short time. As the resources 
of our community are at present limited, it seems wise ° 
to concentrate all energies and resources to build up one 
great institution at a central place, where the know- 
ledge of the various arts and sciences, needed to promote 
prosperity among the people, should be made available 
to as large a number of the youth of the country as 
possible. When this institution has been well estab- 
lished and fully equipped, it will be time to consider the 
desirability of establishing branches of the University 
at one or more centres in each presidency or province. 

It may be asked why not employ English as the 
medium of instruction, at least in the beginning, as it 

will be easier for the professors, not only for such of 

| them as will be foreigners, but also for those who may 
come from Bengal or Madras, to teach through it. 
e Тһе reason is that, as the object is to make the 
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benefits of the lectures available to the largest possible 
number of the youth of the country, that language 
should be the medium of instruction which the majority 
of them will be familiar with, or will find it easy | 
to acquire. It is felt that the time which Indian | 


students have to sped in acquiring that degree of | 
Eu familiarity with a difficult language like the English | 
| which is necessary to enable them to follow lectures | 
in that language, would suffice to enable them 
| to acquire a fair practical knowledge of the sub- I 
ject of their study if it is pursued through the 
medium of the vernacular. Another reason is that if 
lectures are not required to be delivered in the verna- | 
cular from the beginning, the preparation of text-books 
in Indian vernaculars will be delayed, which will 
lead practically to.a continued use of English as the 
imeans of instruction. 
i Preparation of text books. 
| One of the first steps to be taken by the University 
will be to have treatises on various sciences and arts 
|| written in Sanskrit and modern Indian languages 
by specialists who, while possessed of expert 


|| knowledge in their respective subjects, will also 
have a thorough command over the elegant and 
| | accurate language, and the ingenious and impressive 
| methods, employed in the standard works in Sanskrit 
| оп medicine, astronomy, meteorology, philosophy, | 
| music and other technical subjects. The treatises | 
| , will be designed to bring their respective subjects 
: f within the comprehension of Indian students who | 

= Т do not know any foreign language. They will treat 
`“ the sciences and arts as if they had been developed’ 
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im India. In short, all that is useful and beneficial in 
the modern civilization will be adapted for easy absorp- 
tion and assimilation with the civilization of India. | 


1 


i 


The task of creating a vernacular literature | 


which will serve as a medium for higher: instruction i 


in technical and scientific subjects is no doubt a f 
difficult one, and will require much time and labour : 


to accomplish it. But there fs no difficulty which will | 
not yield to earnestness and perseverance ; and what- 
ever has to be done must be begun, however long it 
may take in doing. The progress achieved in that 
direction by nations which did not inherit a national: 
literature such as ours, also affords an example which! 
ought to encourage us in the endeavour. 


The Teachers. 

It is proposed that the services of. the most com- 
petent teachers should be secured, whether they be 
foreigners or Indians, to impart instruction in the dif- 
ferent branches of learning at the University. The 
lectures of some of the teachers may in the beginning 
have to be translated into Hindi. But it is hoped 
that they will, in course of time, acquire a sufficient 


practical knowledge of Hindi to be able to deliver 

lectures in that language. Whenever a professor is 

unfamiliar with. the vernacular, an assistant will be 

given to him to translate his lectures to the students. 
- Funds for the University. 


A scheme of this magnitude will necessarily cost a 


. large amount of money. Large sums will be required 


to meet the initialexpenses of acquiring land, con- 
structing and fitting up the necessary buildings, 
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furnishing libraries, laboratories and workshops, secur- 


ing the services of the teaching staff, and providing 
stipends for deserving but poor students. Tt is propos- 
ed to raise one hundred lakhs of rupees to meet the 
initial expenses and to create an endowment, the 
interest of which will be sufficient to maintain the 
institution. At least one-half of this sum will be 
allotted to the promotion of scientific, technical and 
industrial education. Yearly, half yearly and monthly 
subscriptions will also be invited, and will, it is hoped, 
bring in a considerable sum to supplement the income 
from the endowment. A hundred lakhs is no doubt 
à large sum to raise in India for a non-official educa- 
tional institution.» But there is reason to believe that 
if Hindu chiefs, noblemen, and other: ading members 
of the Hindu community in all parts of India are once 
convinced that the scheme is a sound one, that is to say 
that it is calculated to promote in a sufficient degree 
the happiness and prosperity of the people, the money 
will be forthcoming. Thousands of hearts are dis- 
tressed to think that in a country so fertile in natural 
resources as India, the great bulk sof the people who 
have inherited a noble religion and an advanced civiliza- 
tion, should be wallowing in the mire of ignorance 
and poverty and pressed down by so many social and 
economical evils and disadvantages. Many institutions 
have been started during the past few decades in differ- 
ent places, with the one object of ameliorating the 
condition of the people. These efforts have done and 


are doing much good. But as.they derive their sup- 


port from limited areas and circles, they are handi- 


capped for want of adequate resources, апа the benefits 
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they confer are necessarily limited. It is, therefore, 
high time to create an institution which will derive 
its support from the resources of the Hindu community 
in all parts of India, and will work for the moral and 
material advancement of the whole of that community. 
If such an institution is brought into existence, it is 

believed that thousands of earnest well-wishers of their 

country will gladly contribute their time, energies and 

resources towards its success. 

The Seat of the University. 

Subject to approval by leaders of the community 
in differents parts of the country, and conditional om 
the acquisition of sufficient land, the seat of the Uni- 
versity will be onthe banks of the Ganges at Benares, 
which has from time immemorial been the centre of 
Hindu learning. Attempts will be made to revive the 
old institution of AdsA/rás in old age and to invite 
Hindu gentlemen of rank and learning in different 
parts of the country to spend the days of their retire- 
ment on the precincts of the University. Even now 
many Hindus resort to Kashi, to spend the declining 
years of their life there. It is reasonable to hope that 
when the proposed University has been established, 
many more learned and pious men will be attracted to 
Benares and will regard ita privilege to devote the 
last years of their life to the cause of their country 
and their religion. 2 

The constitution of the governing body. 

The proper constitution of the governing body of 
such a national institution is а matter of very great im- 
port ance for the successs ofthe scheme. Itis proposed 
to invite all Hindu ruling chiefs, and nobles of high rank 
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tobecome patrons of tlie institution, and to appoint 
their representatives in the governing body which will i 
be composed of the principal noblemen and gentlemen т. 
„of light and leading in the Hindu community in differ- | 
ent parts of India. Тһе rules and regulations of the, 


society will be framed, and the necessary steps taken to | 

place it on a sound and legal footing, when the scheme | 

has been generally approved. | 
Conclusion. | ^ 

The scheme is now submitted for the consideration n 

of Hindu Chiefs and other Hindu gentlemen. of light id 


and leading with the request that they will favour the 
promoters with their views regarding it and their 
suggestions for its modification and improv ement, so (i 


that it may prove to be an effective means of training iy 
people to promote material wealth with the aid of ad- |) 
vancing scientific knowledge, and to lead v irtuous and i 
happy lives in conformity with the injunctions laid | 


down in our sacred books. 
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Extract from the History of the Queen's College, Benares, preserved 
in the archives of the College, vide page 27 ante. 
“The Resident paid his first visit to the new College on the 17th . 

l November, 1791, and in his report to Gov ernment hg proceeds to give 
"I the following analysis of Hindu Literature, pointing out to the 
Professors, the several branches of learning it would be their object 
to cultivate, and perhaps in time to improve :— 

The analysis of Literature from the Agni Purana : 


EIGHTEEN VIDYAS. 


VEDAS .. Rig Veda. 
Yajur Veda. 
Sam Veda. 
Atharva Veda. 


UPA VEDAS . Ayurveda ... Medicine, Botany, «е. = — 
Gandharva Veda .,. Music, &e. 
Dhanur Veda ... Arms. 
Artha Veda ... Mechanie Arts. 
VEDANGA .. Siksha... ... Оору. 
Vyakaran -- Grammar. 
Chandas ... Prosody. 
Nirukta ... Sacred lexicography. 
Kalpa ... ... Ritual. 
Jyotish ... Mathematics. 
DARSANA .. Mimansa, &e. —... Metaphysics. 
Nyaya, &c.. .. Logie. л 
DHARMA ... Samhita ... Law. 


PURANAS 24.18 Puranas, 6%. ... History, Ethics, &e. | 


REDUCED TO NINE VIDYAS. 

Of which there should be Adhyapakas or lecturers. 
VEDA ... (Chiefly Upanishads) Theology. 
AYURVEDA ... Medicine and natural history. 
GANDHARVA VEDA... Theory of Music. j 

3 Deke Se Lyric and Dramatic To o > : 
— NYAKARANA p Grammar, Prosody and | 
° Astronomy, Geography, 
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